TAPESTRY OF COMMUNIYMN OFFEREINGS ANNUAL REPORT

The TOCO Times

Tapestry of Community Offerings
Growing & Doing Good in our Community!

The 9th 6th Annual Herstory

Annual Weekend was a huge suc-
Toco cess! Ladies & Gents gath-
EZQ;Lyal ered at The Ground Floor
athe Club in downtown Belleville,
event lllinois on FRIDAY MARCH
which 12h & SATURDAY MARCH
gave 13th

TOCO its

start,

Was an = www.tocofestival.com

amazing
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experience in 2010. We had a blast
September 10th through the 12th .

This was our first year at Yogi e '{‘;’3/1’7 )
Beards Jellystone 6
Missouri.

Campers enjoyed the AMAZING
MUSIC of over FORTY BANDS
SWIMMING, MINI -GOLF, HIK-
ING, and FRONT PORCH LATE
NIGHT JAMS. The Kids had fun all . - !
day in the KIDS PLAY PARTY !ng/wsual arts event includ-
ZONE which boasted costumes, ing a clothing exchange,
games, scavenger hunts, & nature which after the event sent 100

walks in addition to hands on crea-  bags of clothing to the TOCO
tive art activities such as shaker Shop , & a hair cutting cere-
making, painting, hula -hoop work-  mony hosted by Heather Row
_shops & the famous tree diva color-  fom Green Apple Salon that
ing contest, collected pony tails for cancer
survivors to create wigs. The
weekend also included TWO
NIGHTS full of music , art,

J el |Yfim, & dance . Herstory
Weekend fulfilled our goal of
funding two $1000 single
parentsdé schol
Southwestern lllinois College.

Herstory Weekend offered
extraordinary women in the
metro area a unique perform-

Hereds what
stone Owners had to
say about our TOCO
Family Festival,
"Just wanted to let
you know what a
great job you guys
did running the
event! This is the first time we've
ever shut down the park for a
group but we have lots of groups
book events here each season and
honestly, yours was managed bet-
ter than any we can think of. We
would enthusiastically welcome

5 TOCOback
{ here in the The 2nd Annual

[t ut ur e! o Rummagepalooza rocked!
TOCO hosted the rummage
sale event in the parking lot
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The TOCO Shop opened its doors in January 2010!
We had a great first year. Opening the shop with little
more than $5000 to our ng
ness into a thriving thrift and recycle outlet, fulfilling

our mission to assist children & families in need
through some great community partnerships! We took a
progressive role to promote the community pledge to
reduce, reuse, & recycle, all in order to build a strong,
diverse, & sustainable community. We relied on the
hard work of wonderful volunteers & we met with
great success! We also started supplying children &
families in need with household goods & clothing.

adjacent to the TOCO Shop on
Saturday July 24th, and we had
over twenty vendors from the
community with goods ranging
from artwork and handicrafts to
garage sale finery. Vendors also
donated a great deal of mer-
chandise to the TOCO Shop
when the event was complete.
The TOCO Shop also had its
best sales
date on
record ring-
ing over

$700! The Saturday JULY 24t 8am-4pm
day was a Vendors ;/:’::':::e;: }Nantedl
scorcher
but folks
still turned
out in the
hundreds to
browse the
wares and eat a hot dog and ice
cream! Thanks to our commu-
nity partnership with Ameri-
corps and all the great TOCO
volunteers the event was a huge
success! Thanks TOCO
Team!!!!
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Bear Necessities Food &
Supply Drive  helped fulfill the
gift wishes for five families. We
also donated supplies to the
VPC & The Interfaith Food Pan-
try in Belleville, lllinois, as well
as Guardian Angel Settlement
Association & Helping Hands
Pantry in St. Louis.




Note from Executive Director Kim Vrooman

Howdy TOCO Friends,

2010 was quite a year for Tapestry
of Community Offerings! We

hosted some very worthwhile events
and also raised awareness of our
communitydéds needs
children and families in the region!

every volunteer. So many hours of
love and devotion have gone into
growing TOCO | can hardly believe
how lucky | am to have such a won-
derful family of friends surrounding
our good work!

ting up Enrichment Programs for

youth in need such as providing les-
sons and tools to students of merit
who want to excel in a given field

such as music or art. We have also
discussed expanding our programs to
include sponsoring youth to attend
different summer camps which will

| ot o inspire them to self sufficiency and r
success. We have also considered
making scholarships of all kinds our
focus in light of our success with our
single parentsdé schol

Wedve seen a
more than | could have imagined. |
know we will continue to blossom
and prosper as we prepare toadd |
additional events and projects to

| our charity. | am looking forward
to new ideas and new energy. |
always encourage folks to take the
time to tell me how we can improve
TOCO and its outreach to our com-
munity.

| am also proud and honored to be
the first person to help fulfill part

of our mission to
became the first paid employee of
TOCO this year!
hard to get the TOCO Shop off the
ground and also volunteering as the
Executive Director to help the or-
ganization grow. While | worked
the register, and all positions at the
shop in 2010, | also dreamt of new
ideas to help TOCO the not for
profit grow and prosper.

Whatever we decide, rest assured
these projects are sure to be a success
thanks to the hard work and care of
YOU! We coul dnot
ing work we set out to do without the
love and support of our volunteers

and donors! A heartfelt thank you to
each of you for your generous sup-

do

At the end of 2010 we elected a new
Board of Directors and decided we

| have to take a moment to thank
our incredible Board of Directors,

would like to begin moving the or-
ganization toward direct service
projects.

Wedbve ha

port! TOCO is because you are there!

0 Thanks!
Kim Vrooman

TOCO Members, and each and ideas from Members including set-
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